BTh/DTM Applications

Bachelor of Theology for Ministry / Diploma in Theology for Ministry
Admissions Exercise

Please write a book review (approx. 1500 words) of ONE of the following books:

David Ford, Theology: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: OUP, 2013)

Rowan Williams, Why Study the Past? The Quest for the Historical Church (London: Darton,Longman & Todd, 2005) 
Mary Grey, Prophecy and Mysticism (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1997)
Mary Russell, The Sparrow (London: Black Swan/Transworld Publishers, 1997)
Guidance

· The purpose of an academic book review is to describe, analyse and evaluate the book, giving evidence to support your assessment of it. 

· As you read the book, make notes (in your own words – make sure to note if you are citing the text directly) as you think about the aim of the book and how successful it is in achieving that aim, e.g. is the style of the book clear? Are there illustrations? How is the book arranged and does this serve its purpose? 

· Before you begin writing, try to make a list of some of the main points you want to make about the book

· Where possible, try to use one paragraph for each point you wish to make about the book 

· Summarize the content of the book, commenting on the extent to which this fulfils the stated aim of the book. Pick one or two more detailed examples from the book which you found helpful / persuasive or otherwise.

· Evaluate the book’s strengths and weaknesses: e.g. Did you find it to be a good / clear / helpful introduction to the subject? How does it compare with any other introductory books you have read? Would you recommend the book? If so, to whom? 

· Is this book helpful for ministry? In what ways?

What are we looking for?

In this piece of work you need to demonstrate the following:

· ability to write clearly and intelligibly

· ability to structure an argument (in this case, how well the book fulfils its purpose)

· ability to make use of appropriate knowledge, by explaining the contents of a book and analysing and evaluating it

· ability to apply academic understanding to ministry

Assessment criteria for applicants’ written work








The applicant should demonstrate that s/he will thrive in the BTh by showing the following qualities in written work:





ability to write clearly and intelligibly


ability to structure an argument


ability to engage critically a question posed to them, including:


ability to expound a theory/concept/historical phenomenon/piece of text


ability to tailor the exposition (i.e. it is a selective exposition) to the question 


ability to apply the exposition to the argument


ability to apply academic understanding to ministry





Of course ‘ability’ here does not presuppose advanced competence, but candidates should be able to demonstrate the undergraduate-level skills which are necessary to begin work in the BTh.














